Central venous catheters. Placement and monitoring tips.
Placement of a central venous catheter is not without risk. If the tip of the catheter either is inadvertently positioned within the heart or migrates into it, vascular erosions may develop and result in perforation and death. In this article, Dr Kahn gives the advantages and disadvantages of the usual routes of insertion and describes monitoring techniques. He also suggests methods of avoiding initial intracardiac placement.